Actat. o«.l    Johnson a good-humoured felloiv.            415
thought portrait-painting an improper employment for a woman1. ' I'ubliek practice of any art, (he observed,) and staring in men's faces, is very indelicate in a female.' I happened to start a question, whether, when a man knows that some of his intimate friends are invited to the house of another friend, with whom they are all equally intimate, he may join them without an invitation. JOHNSON'. 'No, Sir; he is not to go when he is not invited. They may be invited on purpose to abuse him ' (smiling).
As a curious instance how little a man knows, or wishes to know, his tnvn character in the world, or, rather, as a convincing proof that Johnson's roughness was only external, and did not proceed from his heart, I insert the following dialogue, JOHNSON'. ' It is wonderful, Sir, how rare a quality good humour is in life. We meet with very few good humoured men.' I mentioned four of our friends", none of whom he* would allow to be good humoured. One was acid, another was inmft/y*t and to the others he had objections which have escaped me, Then, shaking1 his head and stretching1 himself at ease in the coach, and smiling' with much complacency, he turned to me and said,' 1 look upon wyst'lf as a good humoured fellow.' The epithet. ./i'/Aw,
1 Vet In* sat to Mis* Reynolds, us In* tells us, perhaps ten times (/W, under June 17, i/Hj), and 'Miss Reynolds'* mind,' he said,'was very near to purity itself,' Northente's AyrWi/v, i. Ho. Kif,du years later Harry, in hi.s Atttttysis f/w/( May, i/H.i, note), said ; ' t hir females arc totally, shame-fully, and cruelly ne^leeted in lite appropriation of trades and employments,' Harry's //V/'Xx it, ;\\\.
8 The four HIONI likely to he mentioned wotdd tie, I think. Heau-ch'rk, Ciarrirk, I.an^um, and Reynold?*, < in j», 359, Uosnvell mentions lU'uuelerk's 'acid mauner,'
8 In his />/«'//<»//</*•»', Johnson tleftnen nnttMv as titttitty /// Hitntltdull\ and quotes "/'//.' /fV/;A7r'.v T>t/<\ uft i, st', .!, Wesley (/(»///•««//, ii. lo) writes : ' Honest, tntnUy M. H,« onrlueted me to his house," Johnnon (/>r>s/, March 22, t'/7f>h after teUiiif; how uu arr|uairUaru'e at JUH drank, adds.' not that he j^eH drunk, for he is u very pious man, but he in always HUH My.' It seems ut lirst Htght unlikely that he culled Reynolds wiftft/yi yet three months earlier he had written: 'Reynolds has taken too much to strong liquor.' See tint?, ii. .534, note 4.
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